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• Where the earlier application is an ARJPO application, it is mandatory to indicate in the Supplemental Box at least one country party to the Paris 
Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property for which thai earlier application was filed (Rule 4. 10(b)(ii)). See Supplemental Box. 
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search has been carried out by or requested from the International Searching Authority) 
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Box No. VIII CHECK LIST; LANGUAGE OF FILING 



This international application contains 
the following number of sheets: 

request ; 4 

description (excluding 
sequence listing part) 

claims 

abstract 

drawings 



12 

6 
1 
6 



sequence listing part 
of description 

Total number of sheets 



29 



This international application is accompanied by the item(s) marked below: 

1. H fee calculation sheet 

2. □ separate signed power of attorney 

3. □ copy of general power of attorney; reference number, if any: 

4. □ statement explaining lack of signature 

5. □ priority document(s) identified in Box No. VI as item(s): 

6. Q translation of international application into (language): 

1. □ separate indications concerning deposited microorganism or other biological material 

8. □ nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing in computer readable form 

9. □ other (specify)'. 



Figure of the drawings which 
should accompany the abstract: 4 


Language of filing of the 

international application: English 


Box No. IX SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT OR AGENT 



*Vex/ to each signature, indicate the name of the person signing and the capacity in which the person signs (if such capacity is not obvious from reading the request). 



Craig L Vinall 

Patent Attorney of Madderns 

Agent for the Applicant 



1. 


Date of actual receipt of the purported 
international application: 




2. Drawings: 


3. 


Corrected date of actual receipt due to later but 
timely received papers or drawings completing 
the purported international application: 






| | received: 


4. 


Date of timely receipt of the required 
corrections under PCT Article 1 1(2): 






| | not received: 


5. 


International Searching Authority *q a t 
(if two or more are competent): lo A / 




6. | | Transmittal of search copy delayed 
L— J until search fee is paid. 
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FOR FURTHER See Notification of Transmittal of International Preliminary 
ACTION Examination Report (Form PCT/LPEA/4 1 6). 
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Priority Date (day/month/year) 
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International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 




Int. CI. 7 B60R 1/06 
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BRIT AX RAINSFORDS PTY LTD et al 



1 . This international prelirninary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Exarnining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

| | This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 

been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see 
Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheet(s). 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



I 




II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 


m 


VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


m 



citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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PO BOX 200, WODEN ACT 2606, AUSTRALIA 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMI1^» EXAMINATION REPORT 



itional application No. 
PCT/AU00/00054 



I. Basis of the report 



With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
|X | the international application as originally filed. 



the description, 


pages 


9 


as originally filed, 




pages 




filed with the demand, 




pages 


9 


received on with the letter of 


the claims, 


pages 


5 


as originally filed, 




pages 




as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 




pages 


? 


filed with the demand, 




pages 




received on with the letter of 


the drawings, 


pages 




as originally filed, 




pages 




filed with the demand, 




pages 




received on with the letter of 



| I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages , received on with the letter of 

With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 
| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 

| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, was on the basis of the 
sequence listing: 

| | contained in the international application in written form. 

| [ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

| ] The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

| | The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished 

| | The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| | the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/fig. 

| | This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally /lied" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7). 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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INTERNATIONAL PREL 



IMD^^ 



EXAMINATION REPORT 



^^^national application No. 

PCT/AU00/00054 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 
and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 4-6,8-27,30-34 

Claims 1-3,7,28-29 

Claims 6, 13, 15-21, 27 

Claims 1-5, 7-12, 14, 22-26, 28-34 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-34 

Claims 



YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 

YES 

NO 



Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 
NOVELTY 



A) DE 2537876 

B) DE 4429604 

C) FR 2633568 

D) DE 2820883 



Claims 1, 7, 28-29 
Claims 1-3 
Claim 1 
Claim 1 



Each of citations (A) - (D) discloses all of the features of the claims identified alongside. For example 
citation (A) discloses an external mirror assembly comprising a head 4, a mount for attaching the head to a 
vehicle and a mirror 2, the head comprising a moulded thin front external plastic shell 6 and a rear external 
plastic shell 5 and a foam core anchoring and supporting the front and rear shells. The edges of the front 
and rear shells are joined together by adhesion, welding or interlocking. 

INVENTIVE STEP 

Claims 8,14,22: Although citation (A) does not specifically define an overlapping joint or a butt joint or a 
foam gasket, these features are considered common general knowledge in the art and the skilled addressee 
would, without any inventive ingenuity and using routine steps, arrive at joints similar to those defined in 
these claims. 

Claims 2,9-10,23-24: Citation (B) discloses a load diffuser 37,38 extending into the foam core. It would be 
obvious for a skilled addressee to combine this disclosure with that of citation (A) and thereby arrive at the 
claimed invention. These claims therefore lack an inventive step. 

Claims 4; 1 1,25: The feature of roughening the interior surface is considered well known and therefore not 
inventive. 

Claims 5,12,26: It would be obvious for a skilled addressee to use the teachings of citation (A) and (B) and 
apply it to the mount as well. These claims therefore lack an inventive step. 

^ ( r\T\\\r\\\(>(\ in cimn1*»mf»ntg1 V>nv 
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itional application No. 
PCT/AU00/00054 



VHI. Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: 

1 . Claim 4 lacks clarity because there is no antecedent for "said front and rear shells". 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of V.2 



Claims 30-3 1 : The features added by these claims are considered well known in the art and therefore not inventive. 

Claims 32-34: Although citation (A) does not disclose blow moulding or gas assist injection moulding these features 
are considered well known in the art and a skilled addressee would be led to employing these techniques without any 
inventive ingenuity. These claims therefore lack an inventive step. 
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